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Ministers Muse 
Dear Friends, 
 

I  invite you to read Matthew chapter 4:12-17. The passage tells us about the time when  

Jesus set out preaching the need for repentance because the Kingdom of Heaven was near. 

As I thought about this passage of scripture, I remembered what Rev Bill Gowland had said 

many years ago now, but his words are still relevant. “You cannot redeem what you don’t 

understand.” There is something of this statement in what Jesus is proclaiming in his 

message to repent and believe. 
 

If we are to share the mission that Jesus came to establish, then we need to understand where 

we are and what it is we seek to mission. In other words we need to begin to trust our sense 

of place. We need to understand that the God, who is everywhere, has to be here as well. The 

God, who is eternal and is to come, must be overwhelmingly present now and in this place. 
 

The people in the time of the Bible had no such problem in knowing where they stood. Their 

experience came out of a belief that God was utterly grounded in their lives. This passage 

from Matthew highlights this fact. The words read like a geography lesson. It starts with 

Jesus in Judea down by the Dead Sea, then across into Jordan up into Nazareth on into 

Capernaum. On through the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, you know these places I am 

sure. 
 

But then maybe you don’t, and the places are as strange to you as the Internet for those who 

can’t use a computer. Yet to the people of the day they were real, and the land and these 

places fashioned the history of the people at the time of Jesus.  

This Gospel reading is not a story that can be told in any old place. It has its roots in the 

places mentioned and the people who lived there. If it is to have any impact for us, then it 

needs to be anchored in Wallsend and it’s immediate environs. 

If we are not willing to let God speak through where we live, then don’t be surprised if God 

is muzzled, and muted and somewhat restrained in your community. Indeed in our mission 

as the church in this place, “We can’t redeem what we don’t understand”. So as the hymn 

writer puts it, may we begin to: 
 

“To walk the land with our hearts on fire 

And every step will be a prayer 

Hope is rising, new day dawning sound of singing fills the air. 
 

Let the flame burn brighter  

in the heart of darkness,  

turning night to glorious day” 
 

The hymn goes on to say: 
 

We’ll walk for truth 

Speak out for love 

Lift the fallen. 

Save the nation. 

Fill the nation with our song. 
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So we need to claim this place for God, and through our experience of living and having our 

being here ensure that the Gospel, the good news is evidenced in word and deed. This we do 

in the knowledge that God walks ahead of us. He seeks to restore broken lives and showing 

his Grace through Christ to all that he meets. The place where we live and move is holy 

ground. 

 

“Here and now God, 

You set our feet in this place 

in the urban sprawl of our neighbourhood 

and in the inner city places. 

Help us see that this is holy ground 

the place where you walk before us 

where you walk with us each day,  

and wait for us tomorrow. 

In the best of times, in the worst of times. 

For your footsteps are everywhere, and  

you call us to walk with you”. 
 

So may we walk - So may we proclaim the gospel - the good news. 
 

Best wishes  Rev’d Frank E Sykes 

 

Prayers for God’s World 
 

We pray for two countries in Africa this month:- 

 

We begin  with a prayer from Cameroon. 

“I am happy because you have accepted me, dear Lord.  Sometimes I do not know what to do 

with all my happiness.  I swim in your grace like a whale in the ocean. The saying goes, “An 

ocean never dries up” but we know that your grace also never fails.  Dear Lord, your grace is 

our happiness.  Hallelujah!” 

 

We give thanks for the sowing of the seed of the gospel in Nigeria, and the establishment 

and growth of the Church.  We give thanks for Bible translators, those involved in education, 

medicine and healing, as the church seeks to play a full part in the life of the nation. 

 

Prayers of the church 
 

God bless all those I love; 

God bless all those that love me; 

God bless all those that love those that I love; 

And all that love those that love me.  

 

Anon 
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May Jesus Christ, the king of glory, 

Help us to make right use of all the gifts that God sends 

And offer them to His use 

With the love of our hearts; for His name’s sake. 
 

Johann Tauler (1300-1361) 
 

Prayers for the church here at Trinity 
 

We seek God’s blessing on all those who will be on holiday over the next weeks, that they 

may journey safely and find rest and relaxation away from their usual daily activities.  
 

We pray for the Holy Spirit to rest on each person associated with us here at Trinity.  Please 

stop to name 5 people whom you meet at worship or other activities.  
 

We pray for those called as servants to lead in this place.  Please stop to remember those who 

serve as office bearers, leaders, stewards, pastoral visitors, or those who serve on 

committees.  Name as many as you can before the Lord. In particular think of those who 

have recently taken on new positions and those who have served the church so well in the 

past. We pray that all who do work for the church might sense the hand of God upon them. 
 

Wise words 
 

Kindness in words creates confidence 

Kindness in thinking creates profoundness 

Kindness in giving creates love  (Author unknown)) 
 

We have to live in the present because  we can do nothing about the past, and God is doing 

everything about the future.   (George MacDonald) 
 

Alone with none but thee, my God, I journey on my way 

What need I fear, when thou art near, O king of night and day? 

More safe am I within thy hand than if a host did round me stand.  (Author unknown) 
 

Be careful of the words you say 

And keep them soft and sweet. 

You never know, from day to day, 

Which ones you’ll have to eat. 
 

A hand is for helping - lend it. 

A smile costs nothing - spend it. 

A friendship blooming? Tend it. 

A gloomy outlook? End it !  

Human beings who leave behind them no great achievements, but only a sequence of small 

kindnesses, have not had wasted lives.   
 

Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are endless. 
 

Don’t walk in front of me, I may not follow. Don’t walk behind me, I may not lead.  Just 

walk beside me and be my friend.  
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Eyewitness report from the Bible Society- the African Biblical 

Leadership Initiative 
 

Like the launch of any new initiative, there was no way of knowing how Africa’s leaders 

might respond to Bible Society’s initiative to meet and discuss the transformational role 

which the Bible can have in amongst leaders in Africa.   

 

Yet at a forum and prayer breakfast in Addis Ababa earlier this year, we witnessed an 

openness in the way these leaders talked about their feelings.  We saw sincerity in the way 

they discussed the Bible and its influence on the work they do as public servants.  And 

through this process, we began to see just how they might encourage each other to turn to the 

Bible as the place where they will find spiritual, practical and relevant answers to the 

leadership challenges they face every day.   

 

250 high profile African leaders were welcomed to the forum, from politics, the justice 

system, business, the church, and the development agencies including World Vision and 

Tearfund.  Not once did they shy away from the fact that the Bible had not always been used 

for the common good in Africa. But there was a passion for renewal and reform in order to 

serve society with integrity. Also there was understanding of how God’s Word should shape 

our whole world view and acceptance of the relevance of the Bible message to everyday 

issues. And a unanimity of how biblical leadership values should be borne out in practice – 

from making life better for a struggling Tanzanian farmer, to making  policy decisions at the 

highest level.  

 

This was not a talking shop.  This was a way forward.  Bible Society’s delegates, as the 

newly formed African Biblical Leadership Initiative  drew up a formal declaration of their 

intent to deal with poverty and social exclusion, to establish good governance, and to be 

leaders and agents of reconciliation in Africa.   

 

That declaration has been passed to Africa’s heads of state with the intention of influencing 

the very highest level of politics and government.  In 2011 this event will be back- moving to 

a new and practical level in our vision to put the Bible at the heart of Africa’s leaders and its 

people.  

 

David Smith,  International Programme Manager, Bible Society. 

 

Books of the Bible Puzzle Answer from June Trinity News 
 

The description of the puzzle spelled out from unused letters was: 

 

THE BOOKS OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT. 
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Bible A Month Club: Ethiopia 
 

ñThe word of God is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword.  It cuts all the 

way through, to where the soul and spirit meet, to where joints and marrow come together.  

It judges the desires and thoughts of the heart.ò 

 

Hebrews 4. 12 (GNB) 

 

Ethiopia is a land-locked country in Eastern Africa, bordered by Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia, 

Kenya, and the Sudan; it covers an  area of 1.1 million sq km- about four and a half times the 

size of the UK.  It has a population of 85 million, but the literacy rate- people who can read 

and write- is a mere 42.7%.  Languages include Amarigna, Oromigna, Somaligna, and 

Guaragigna.   

 

Across Ethiopia tens of thousands of people live in the most hopeless circumstances.  They 

are behind bars, in the country’s 100 prisons.  They are homeless, sheltering in church 

compounds.  They live a hand-to-mouth existence, with little hope that things will get better.  

Corruption, injustice, hatred and social stigma are the challenges they face daily.  Bible 

Society of Ethiopia aims to provide the Bible , and Bible portions, to help people respond to 

these challenges according to God’s written Word. 

 

And Bible Society’s key role in the African Biblical Leadership Initiative held in Addis 

Ababa continues to help encourage Bible values in leadership across the continent. 

 

Prayer Pointers 
 

¶ Praise God for Christian leaders in Africa.  Pray for the success of the African Biblical 

Leadership Initiative as it works to empower Africa’s leaders to transform society 

through biblical values. 

 

¶ Pray for Scripture distribution plans in Ethiopia, that the Bible message will nourish 

people’s lives and give them hope for the future. 

 

¶ Missions of students and low-income workers are attending evening church meetings 

to discover more about Christianity.  Pray that we can continue to provide them with 

scriptures at cost-price.  

 

¶ The first ever Bible in the Gurage language has been published.  Ask that it will 

strengthen the faith of Gurage believers. 

 

¶ Ask that peace, love and justice will prevail in this country. 

 

To discover other ways of making the Bible heard, visit biblesociety.org.uk 
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From an Irish mother to her son 
(Or if you’re Irish – From an English mother to her son) 

Dear son,  

 

Just a few lines to let you know that I am still alive.  I am writing this letter slowly because I 

know that you cannot read very fast.  

 

You won’t recognise the house anymore when you come home; we moved because your dad 

read in the paper that most accidents happen within 20 miles of home.  I won’t be able to 

send you the address as the last family here took the numbers with them for their new house, 

so they wouldn’t have to change their address. 

 

There was a new style of washing machine in the house when we moved in, but it wasn’t 

working too good.  I put 14 shirts into it last week, pulled the chain and I haven’t seen them 

since! 

 

About your father - he has a lovely new job.  He now has 500 people under him.  He is 

cutting grass at the cemetery. 

 

Aunty Maude has sent you a pair of socks she knitted, she put a third one in because she 

heard you have grown another foot since she last saw you.  

 

The coat you wanted me to send you, your Aunt Sue said it would be a little too heavy to 

send in the mail with the heavy buttons, so we cut them off and put them in the pockets. 

 

Your sister Mary had a baby this morning. I haven’t found out yet whether it was a boy or a 

girl, so I don’t know if you are an uncle or an aunt.  

 

Jimmy locked his keys in the car yesterday.  We were really worried because it took him two 

hours to get me and your father out.   

 

Your aunt Harriet took a flight from New York to Los Angeles last week, said it was the first 

time she had ever arrived somewhere before she had left.  Last time she thinks that might 

have happened, the doctors said it was Alzheimer’s disease.   

 

You uncle Dick drowned last week in a vat of whiskey in Dublin brewery.  Some of his co-

workers dived in to save him but he fought them off bravely.  We cremated the body and it 

took three days to put out the fire. 

 

Your father didn’t have much to drink at Christmas.  I put a bottle of castor oil in his pint of 

beer and it kept him going until New Years Day. 

 

I went to the doctor on Thursday, and your father came with me. The doctor put a small tube 

into my mouth and told me not to open it for 10 minutes.  Your father offered to buy it from 

him.   
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It  only rained twice last week.  First time was for three days and the second for four.  On 

Monday the wind blew so hard that one of the chickens laid the same egg four times.   

 

Three of your friends went off a bridge in a pick-up truck. Butch was driving. He rolled 

down the window and swam to safety. Your other two friends were in the back. They 

drowned because they couldn’t get the tailgate down. 

 

We received a letter from the undertaker. He said that if the last payment on your 

grandmothers funeral wasn’t made, up she comes. 

 

Your loving mother 

 

P.S. I was going to send you ten pounds but I have already sealed the envelope. 

 
With thanks to LiverNews, the  support letter for liver patients, their carers and families in the northern region. 

 

 

 

Prayer: A Time to Reflect…… 
 

Living God,  

Too often I rush from one thing to the next, 

Pre-occupied with the demands 

And responsibilities of each day, 

And wondering where I might find the strength  

To see me through. 

Yet instead of turning to you,  

I struggle on as best I can. 

Teach me to create new space in my life for you, 

To make a few moments every day 

In which I can be quiet and still, 

And teach me to do that not as an afterthought 

But instinctively, 

Recognising that when I give you your proper place, 

Everything else will fit into place as well. 

In Christ’s name I ask it. 

Amen. 

 

(Nick Fawcett) 
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Highway to Paradise 
 

Brazil is one of the biggest countries in the world.  Surely there’s enough land to go round?  
 

Highway 153 sweeps across Sao Paulo state in southern Brazil.  By the roadside, a sign 

made from stones tells travellers and truckers that they have reached the region of 

“Promissao” – the Promised Land. A little way beyond the main town, a line of hundreds of 

makeshift tents, formed from plastic sheeting, stretches alongside the highway as far as the 

eye can see.  In the scorching midday sun there is precious little shade.  The tents offer no 

respite from the heat.  In fact, it is hotter inside. Drinking water is brought in by lorry and 

stored in plastic barrels.  The water is hot too. 
 

The site might look like a refugee camp, but Brazil is not at war.  The people here are 

struggling for land. This is a protest camp, and 380 families have been here for five months. 

Living under these conditions is hard, especially for those with young children, but the 

residents are determined to stay, in the hope of a better future.   
 

Brazil is the biggest country in which Christian Aid works.  It is 35 times the size of the UK 

and takes up half the entire South American continent.  This country has a lot of land; it also 

has the most unequal pattern of land ownership in the world.  Just 3% of the population owns 

two thirds of all arable land.  Vast areas of it lie unused, while millions have none.   
 

Despite Brazil being one of the ten wealthiest nations on the planet, more than 40 million 

people live in poverty.  However, the Brazilian government does at least  recognise the 

problem.  The country’s constitution states that farmland which is not being used can be 

claimed for redistribution to people who have none. 
 

Christian Aid’s partner, MST- the Landless People’s Movement- helps make sure this law 

becomes reality.  They organise protest camps on or near unused farmland and, through the 

courts, make claims for that land to be released for landless families. 
 

MST camps such as this are usually set up beside major highways.  They aim to be as visible 

as possible, to exercise maximum political pressure.  Families remain camped out on the 

roadside until their legal claims are resolved. This can take months or even years.  Riu 

Barbosa and his wife spent 8 years camped out under plastic by Highway 153, staking their 

claim and waiting for the courts to decide their case. When Riu was out at work each day, it 

was  his wife Fatima who felt the misery of camp life most.  No electricity or water.  They 

had to wash by candlelight, using water from a bucket. They didn’t even have a bed.   People 

humiliated them, called them names as they drove past.   
 

At last, after 8 years of legal battles, Riu’s claim was  granted.  The couple have built a house 

on the plot they were allocated, complete with toilet, hot shower, water on tap, and electric 

lighting.  They run a small dairy farm that they hope will support them as they grow old.  

They have called their new home, where they have peace and dignity, “Paradise”.  
 

Sian Curry 
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Who do we work with? 
 

¶ Christian Aid helped establish the Landless People’s Movement (MST) 25 years ago, 

and has funded them ever since.  In that time, MST has helped more than a million 

poor, landless Brazilians to get land of their own.  

 

¶ Christian Aid has worked with the Institute for Socio-Economic Studies (NESC) for 

more than 20 years, helping the poorest Brazilians to understand and claim their rights. 

 

¶ The Pro-Indian Commission (CPI) is a relatively new partner for Christian Aid; since 

2008 they have worked together, and thanks to their work, an area of tropical forest 

three times the size of the Lake District will soon be under the Quilombola people’s 

protection.    

 

Amazon Grace 
 

A Quilombola fisherman sets out at dawn in the northern Amazon; an idyllic image that 

hides a desperate fight to preserve this precious environment for the people who live there - 

and indeed, for us all. 

 

Deforestation releases more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than all the world’s cars, 

planes and ships put together!  Brazil has the largest reserves of tropical rain forest on earth, 

but the country is losing them at the rate of three sq km every hour. 

 

Christian Aid partners CPI and ARQMO are helping the Quilombola people, who live deep 

in the Amazon, to protect themselves and their territory from illegal trespassers such as 

loggers and cattle ranchers.  Thanks to their work, an area of forest three times the size of the 

Lake District will soon be under Quilombola ownership and protection; a lifestyle and 

environment saved from destruction. 

 

 

 

Another BIG “O” 
 

As Trinity News was being printed Derek had his 70
th

 birthday. 

Many happy returns Derek. Everyone at Trinity wishes you all the best and hope you enjoy 

many more. 
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Life in a Nicaraguan Hospital  
 

It’s so good to be back and seeing you all again. I do appreciate 

all your phone calls, visits, cards, flowers and chocolates. I’m 

making good progress even though it’s going to be a slow one. 

I thought I’d share with you what it was like to be in the hospital out there and I hope each 

time I think of the conditions, it will always be a reminder to me, to never complain about 

our NHS. 

 

The day I fell, I couldn’t get my leg x rayed because there was a power cut and although the 

hospital had a generator, it wasn’t strong enough for the x ray machine – power cuts are a 

common occurrence in Nica.  

I was taken in as an emergency 4 days later because of complications, where after an x ray, it 

was confirmed that both sides of my ankle were broken and an operation was needed to put 

plates and screws in my leg. 

I was put in a 2 bedded room which had 3 beds in. There was no privacy. The window wall 

looked out onto spare ground where people sat for a smoke. As there were no curtains and 

1/3
rd

 of the window slats were missing, people could see in, when it rained, then we got wet 

and it gave the mosquitoes easy access. There was no door to the room, so visitors passing in 

the corridor would stop and ogle at this white woman! There was a toilet in the room, but the 

door handle was missing and the light didn’t work. Patients from other rooms would just 

wander in and use it. My room had 3 lights of which only 1 worked. There was no button or 

cord to get the attention of a nurse, but then, the nurses were not there to attend to personal 

needs, they administered medication and changed dressings. If you couldn’t look after 

yourself, it was up to family and friends to do so – eg washing, feeding, dressing, toileting. 

That included sleeping at night too – either on the floor in between the beds or on a plastic 

chair. 

On admission, all you receive is a bottom sheet to cover a foam mattress which is heaving 

with germs with the amount of people who have slept on it and a nightie – (the ones which 

are gaping at the back, only held together with a tie string). If you don’t bring a top sheet in, 

then you don’t have anything to cover you, if you don’t bring your own pillow, then you do 

without. If you don’t bring in your own towel and soap, then you don’t get washed and if 

you don’t have a toilet roll – hard lines! The food trolley comes into the corridor 3 times a 

day, where you queue for your meal – that is if you can get out of bed to do so, or you have 

someone in to get it for you OR if you have a plate, cup and fork. If you haven’t brought 

your own crockery and cutlery in with you, then you literally don’t get fed. 

What a difference in Rake Lane where I have been for an operation on my leg since I got 

home. Even though I waited nearly 6 hours to go down to theatre, it didn’t seem to matter.  I 

was in a very pleasant room with a lovely recliner chair. On coming back from the operation 

I was served tea and toast on a tray with beautiful china and attention from the nurses was 

excellent. I can now say how much I appreciate what we’ve got in this country with the 

NHS, but often it takes an experience such as I had to realise that we have so much, while 

these third world countries have so little. 

 

Margaret 
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Kit Kat gives cocoa farmers in Cote d’Ivoire a break 
 

The first certified Kit Kat four finger bars should be coming onto our shelves now, says 

producer Nestle. They will benefit farmers in the Cote d’Ivoire.  As well as the Fairtrade 

price for the cocoa, farmers’ organisations receive additional Fairtrade premium payments to 

invest in long-term community and business development projects of their own choice, such 

as education and healthcare, the environment, or business.  

 

Among the first farmers to benefit will be the members of cocoa co-operative Kavokiva, 

which was established in 1999 and Fairtrade certified in 2004, and now numbers 6000 

farmers.  Until now, Kavokiva farmers have sold very little on Fairtrade terms.  

 

Harriet Lamb, the Executive director of the Fairtrade Foundation has welcomed the move by 

the York based Kit Kat brand saying, “Cocoa farmers in the Cote d’Ivoire struggle under the 

relentless pressures of poverty with shockingly high levels of illiteracy and poor access to 

health care. The significant volumes of cocoa that go into  making Kit Kat will open whole 

new possibilities for these farmers, giving them a more sustainable livelihood and the chance 

to plan for a better future” 

 

Cote d’Ivoire is one of the poorest countries in the world, with the poverty level rising from 

38% in 2002 to 49% in 2006 as a result of the conflict in recent years, according to the 

World Bank.  The country produces 40% of the world’s cocoa and one in four people 

directly or indirectly depend on cocoa farming.  

 

 Under Fairtrade terms, farmers receive the guaranteed minimum price or world market price 

(whichever is the higher) plus the Fairtrade premium of US$150 per tonne which is used for 

business or social developments.  Although the world price for cocoa is currently high, 

small-holder farmers are often forced because of poverty to make a quick sale to brokers at a 

lower price, therefore do not directly benefit from the higher commodity prices.  In 2010 at 

least 4300 tonnes of cocoa for Kit Kat will come from Cote d’Ivoire Fairtrade certified 

cooperatives.  The sugar in the product will also be Fairtrade sources from Belize, providing 

additional premiums of $60 per tonne for the farmers to invest in their communities and 

farming practices. 

 

Kit Kat is the UK’s best selling chocolate biscuit bar.  This recent change gives more British 

shoppers the opportunity to improve the lives of some of the world’s poorest people.   

 

Will  you help the poorest people, and buy Fairtrade Kit Kat? 

 

Gift Day 
 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to our Gift Day, to date the total raised is £1020 
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Chocolate- the Bitter Truth 
 

A one-hour Panorama programme “Chocolate- the bitter truth” was broadcast on BBC1 on 

March 24
th

.  The latest among a number of recent reports in various countries on child labour 

in the cocoa industry, the undercover investigation found children working in the worst 

forms of child labour on cocoa farms in West Africa, including young children working long 

hours and trafficked children. 

 

Panorama interviewed Fairtrade farmers as part of its story.  The journalists visited Fairtrade 

certified farms in Ghana belonging to Kuapa Kokoo, a Fairtrade cooperative which had been 

suspended by FLO-CERT (the certification body for Fairtrade).  The programme linked the 

suspension to breaches of the FLO standards on child labour.  It also alleges it witnessed 

incidences of child labour on Fairtrade certified farms belonging to Kavokiva in Cote 

d’Ivoire. (Ivory coast). 

 

Fairtrade takes the issue of child labour very seriously.  With regard to Panorama’s specific 

allegations, FLO (Fairtrade Labelling Organisations) can confirm that it continues to put the 

safety and well-being of vulnerable children as its top priority and any new information will 

be carefully followed up.  Over the past year, the Fairtrade system has been increasing its use 

of unannounced audits, conducting internal training, establishing a Child Labour Task Force, 

building up on partnerships with other organisations working to prevent child labour and 

protect children, and implementing new child protection procedures for its own operations. 

 

Fairtrade has already taken steps to address the issue of child labour in Ghana and Cote 

d’Ivoire.  Late in 2009, FLO-CERT had conducted unannounced audits at cooperatives in 

these countries because some of the Fairtrade cocoa farms are located in regions known as 

high-risk for child labour.  Following the unannounced audit, FLO-CERT suspended Kuapa 

Kokoo due to breaches of the Fairtrade standards.  Immediate action was taken to ensure the 

well-being and safety of all individuals involved.  Kuapa Kokoo responded to the findings of 

the audit and developed a new Internal Control System designed to track the activities of 

their members more proactively and with more precision.  This internal system improves the 

cooperatives ability to identify and combat child labour within its communities.  As a result, 

FLO-CERT  lifted the suspension in January.  Kavokiva passed the unannounced audit.  

FLO-CERT will continue to monitor these cooperatives closely over the next year with 

frequent unannounced audits.   

 

Kuapa Kokoo and Kavokiva now have very active programmes to address child labour and 

its underlying causes.  This includes awareness-raising among farmers about the importance 

of childrens’ education and the legal conditions on child labour but they have been able to 

build on this work since being part of the Fairtrade system.   

 

Fairtrade Labelling Organisations understand the motivations that would lead to avoiding 

chocolate sourced with even the smallest risk of a child being exploited.  Fairtrade has 

chosen to engage   in cocoa growing regions  with a known risk of child labour.  It believes 

that  areas where producers struggle against high levels of poverty and lack of stability, are 
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exactly the areas where the benefits of Fairtrade are needed the most.   Fairtrade will 

therefore continue to work in these regions, all the time strengthening procedures and 

working closely with partners to eliminate child labour. 

 

Child labour is symptomatic of deep poverty in some of the most challenged countries of the 

world.  Fairtrade guarantees a Premium for producers above the world price of commodities 

like cocoa, supporting investment by producers in education, health, housing and other key 

social and environmental improvements.  This makes Fairtrade well placed to support 

farmers in adopting measures that will help eradicate child labour in the cocoa industry.   

 

Funnies 
 

Four worms and a lesson to be learned 

 

A minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his Sunday sermon.  

Four worms were placed into  four separate jars.   

The first worm was put into a container of alcohol. 

The second worm was put into a container of cigarette smoke. 

The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup. 

The fourth worm was put into a container of good clean soil. 

At the conclusion of the sermon, the minister reported the following results:- 

The first worm in alcohol - dead. 

The second worm in cigarette smoke - dead. 

The third worm in chocolate syrup - dead. 

Fourth worm in good clean soil - alive. 

So the minister asked the congregation, “What did you learn from this demonstration?” 

Maxine was sitting at the back, quickly raised her hand and said,  

“As long as you drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you won’t have worms!” 

 

That pretty much ended the service……… 

 

 

The minister was astonished to hear little Kate say that people had to be brave to go to 

church nowadays.  “Why do you say that?” he asked.  “Well,” she answered, “Last Sunday I 

heard my uncle say that there was a canon in the pulpit, the choir murdered the anthem, and 

the organist drowned the choir.” 

 

My wife and I had words.  But I didn’t get to use mine. 

 

Yorkshire man takes his cat to the vet.   

Yorkshireman: “Ayup lad, I need to talk to thee about me cat” 

Vet: “Is it a tom?” 

Yorkshireman: “Nay, I’ve browt it with us.” 
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                    Shoe Boxes 
 

Yes, I’m home and the filling of the shoe boxes has started! 

Leaflets are now available in the porch and the vestry. I realise we 

don’t have any shoe shops in Wallsend now, but I’ve got a supply 

of boxes from the Royal Quays. I’m sorry but I won’t have time to 

cover them, but I will leave them with the leaflets, so please help yourself. If you don’t want 

to fill a box, but would like to contribute towards one, then I’ll be happy to receive whatever 

you have. If you’re not sure what filling a shoe box entails, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Let’s help to make as many children as we can, somewhere in the world, have a happier 

Christmas. 

 

Margaret 

 

 

The Beauty of Mathematics (who is going to check these???) 
 

1 x 8+1= 9 

12 x 8+2=98 

123 x 8+3=987 

1234 x 8+4=9876 

12345 x 8+5=98765 

123456 x 8+6=987654 

1234567 x 8+7=9876543 

12345678 x 8 +8=98765432 

123456789 x 8 +9 = 987654321 

 

1 x 9 +2 = 11 

12 x 9 +3 = 111 

123 x 9 + 4 = 1111 

1234 x 9 + 5 = 11111 

12345 x 9 + 6 = 111111 

123456 x 9 + 7 = 1111111 

1234567 x 9 + 8 = 11111111 

12345678 x 9 + 9 = 111111111 

123456789 x 9 + 10 = 1111111111 

 

 

 

9 x 9 + 7 = 88 

98 x 9 + 6 = 888 

987 x 9 + 5 = 8888 

9876 x 9 + 4 = 88888 

98765 x 9 + 3 = 888888 

987654 x 9 + 2 = 8888888 

9876543 x 9 + 1 = 88888888 

98765432 x 9 + 0 = 888888888 

 

And look at this symmetry: 

 

1 x 1 = 1 

11 x 11 = 121 

111 x 111 = 12321 

1111 x 1111 = 1234321 

11111 x 11111 = 123454321 

111111 x 111111 = 12345654321 

1111111 x 1111111= 1234567654321 

11111111 x 11111111 = 123456787654321 

111111111 x 111111111 = 12345678987654321 
 

Now take a look at this……. 

 

 From a strictly mathematical viewpoint, what equals 100% ?  

What does it mean to give MORE than 100 % ?  Ever wonder about those people who say 

they are giving more than 100 %? We have all been in situations where someone wants you 

to give OVER 100%. 
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If A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z is represented as :  

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 , then  

 

H-a-r-d-w-o-r-k  = 8+ 1+ 18 + 4 + 23 + 15 + 18 + 11 = 98% 

 

K-n-o-w-l-e-d-g-e is  11 + 14 + 15 + 23 + 12 + 5 + 4 + 7 + 5 = 96% 

 

But  A-t-t-i-t-u-d-e is 1 + 20 + 20 + 9 + 20 + 21 + 4 + 5 = 100% 

 

Then, look how far the love of God will take you:  L-O-V-E –O-F- G-O-D:  

12 + 15 + 22 + 5 + 15 + 6 + 7 + 15 + 4 = 101% 

 

Therefore, one can conclude with mathematical certainty that:- 

While hard work and knowledge will get you close, and attitude will get you there, it’s 

the LOVE Of GOD that will put you over the top! 

 

ñLive simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, and leave the rest to Godò 

 

Another Funny 
 

The bottle of wine 
 

A woman and a man are involved in a car accident on a snowy, cold Monday morning in 

February.  It’s a bad one. Both of their cars are totally demolished, but amazingly, neither of 

them is hurt.  God works in mysterious ways. 

After they crawl out of their cars, the man is yelling about women drivers. The woman says, 

“So, you’re a man! That’s interesting. I’m a woman. Wow, just look at our cars! There’s 

nothing left, but we’re unhurt. This must be a sign from God that we should be friends and 

live in peace for the rest of our days.” 

Flattered, the man replies, “Oh, yes, I agree completely, this must be a sign from God! But 

you’re still at fault….women shouldn’t be allowed to drive.”  

The woman continues, “And look at this, here’s another miracle. My car is completely 

demolished but this bottle of wine didn’t break.  Surely God wants us to drink this wine and 

celebrate our good fortune..” 

She hands the bottle to the man.  The man nods his head in agreement, opens it and drinks 

half the bottle and then hands it back to the woman. The woman takes the bottle, puts the cap 

back on and hands it back to the man. 

The man asks, “Aren’t you having any?” 

The woman replies, “no, I think I’ll just wait for the police….” 

 

Moral of the story: 

Women are clever: Don’t mess with them! 
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What love means to 4 - 8 year olds 
 

A group of professional people posed this question to a group of 4 to 8 year olds, ñWhat 

does love mean?ò The answers they got were broader and deeper than anyone could have 

imagined.  See what you think.   
 

¶ When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails any 

more. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis 

too.  That’s love. 
 

¶ When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different  
 

¶ Love is what makes you smile when you’re tired. 
 

¶ Love is when my mummy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before 

giving it to him, to make sure the taste is okay. 
 

¶ Love is when you kiss all the time.  Then when you get tired of kissing, you still want 

to be together and you talk more.  My mummy and daddy are like that….they look 

gross when they kiss. 
 

¶ Love is what is in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and 

listen. 
 

¶ If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend you hate. 
 

¶ Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it everyday.  
 

¶ Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even after they 

know each other so well.  
 

¶ During my piano recital I was on stage and I was scared.  I looked at all the people 

watching me and saw may daddy waving and smiling. He was the only one doing that.  

I wasn’t scared any more. 
 

¶ My mummy loves me more than anybody.  You don’t see anyone else kissing me to 

sleep at night. 
 

¶ Love is when mummy gives daddy the best piece of chicken. 
 

¶ Love is when mummy sees daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer 

than Robert Redford. 
 

¶ When you love someone, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of 

you. 

¶ You really shouldn’t say “I love you” unless you mean it.  But if you mean it, you 

should say it a lot. People forget. 
 

¶ Author Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked to judge. The purpose 

of the contest was to find the most caring child.  The winner was a 4 year old whose  

next door neighbour was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon 

seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentleman’s yard, climbed up onto 

his lap, and just sat there.  When his mother asked what he had said to his neighbour, 

the little boy said, “Nothing.  I just helped him cry” 
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Preachers 
July 

4
th

  10-45 a.m. Deacon John Hill 

   Baptism. 

 

11
th
  10-45 a.m. Mr John Moore 

 

18
th
 10-45 a.m. Rev’d Frank Sykes 

   Communion. 

 

25
th
 10-45 a.m. Mr Tim Rogers. 

 

August 

1
st
 10-45 a.m. Mr David Stabler. 

 

8
th
 10-45 a.m. Mr Will Hopkins. 

 

15
th
 10-45 a.m. Rev’d Glynn Lister 

   Communion. 

 

22
nd

 10-45 a.m. Mrs Louisa Morley. 

 

29
th
 10-45 a.m. Deacon John Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Door Stewards Rota 
 

(All 10-45 a.m. unless otherwise noted) 
 

July 

4
th

  Miss S Bewley. 

 

11
th
   Mrs M Allison 

 

18
th
   Mrs S Filmer. 

 

25
th
 Mrs L Morgan 

 

August 

1
st
 Miss E Lake. 

 

8
th

  Mrs M McCullough 

 

15
th
  Mrs O Lindsay  

 

22
nd

   Miss S Bewley. 

 

29
th
  Mrs M Allison 

 

September 

5
th

  Mrs S Filmer. 
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Flower Rota 
 

Sunday 4
th

 July 

Linda Bennett 

 

Sunday 11
th
 July 

No donor at time of printing 

 

Sunday 18
th
 July 

No donor at time of printing 

 

Sunday 25
th
 July 

Bill & Shirley Filmer 

 

Sunday 1
st
 August 

Olive Lindsay 

 

Sunday 8
th

 August 

Sylvia Aston 

 

Sunday 15
th
 August 

Dorothy & Alan Barker 

 

Sunday 22
nd

 August 

No donor at time of printing 

 

Sunday 29
th
 August 

Jan Scott 

 

Sunday 5
th

 September 

No donor at time of printing 

 

During the last month our Communion 

Table Flowers have brought their beauty 

and our thoughts to Sonia & David Filmer, 

Kathleen Stewart, Margaret Gilks, Norah 

Mitchell, Sadie Dawson, Margaret 

McCullough, Margaret Storey and Derek 

Ward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Morning Rota 
 

July 

3
rd

    Ruth Young &  

Margaret Allison 

 

10
th
  Miss Lake & Mrs J Scott 

 

17
th
  Susan Bewley & 

 Lynda McQuillan 

 

24
th
  Mick & Zoe Watson 

 

31
st
 Mr &Mrs Filmer 

 

August 

7
th

    Ruth Young &  

Margaret Allison 

 

14
th
  Miss Lake & Mrs J Scott 

 

21
st
  Susan Bewley & 

 Lynda McQuillan 

 

28
th
  Mick & Zoe Watson 

 

September 

4
th

  Mr &Mrs Filmer 

 

Articles By ? 
 

All articles for the September magazine 

MUST be handed in by Sunday 15
th
 of 

August. 

 


