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Ministers Muse 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

“Each moment is a new place you have never been.” 
 

This is a quote found on the bottom of a calendar. I noted this one when I was in the vestry 

this week. 
 

It set me thinking that I must have passed through a million of places and never realised that 

I had been there, and that there are ahead of me places yet to be. 
 

But then that is how it is in life for all of us. A timeline that we all journey along, a road that 

we travel and on the way we experience thing’s that influences who we are. There will have 

been moments on this way were you will have stopped awhile to consider the scenery 

around, taken in those special moments that have brought alive for you some spiritual 

meaning to your experience and yours will be different to mine but the moment will have 

spoken to you, and you would have felt different. A moment when the Spirit of God moved 

through your mind, warmed your heart, deepen your being and gave you a feeling of well 

being, and then you and only you knew the One unseen had passed through your life – 

That’s resurrection. 
 

That’s an Emmaus moment, a time when things spiritual are awaked in your life, and in your 

own words you can say with conviction, my God reigns, Jesus is alive. 
 

As you continue on - enjoy the next moment - you have not been there before - and there is 

no telling what you may discover. 
 

Eastertide greetings to one and all 
 

Peace and Blessings 
 

Rev Frank 
 

One to The Congregation 
 

“I hope you didn’t take it personally, minister” an embarrassed woman said after a church 

service, “when my husband walked out during your sermon”  

“I did find it rather disconcerting” the minister said. 

“It wasn’t out of any disrespect to you,” insisted the church-goer, “Fred has been walking in 

his sleep ever since he was a child.”  

 

And One To The Minister 
 

One beautiful Sunday morning, the minister announced to his congregation, “My good 

people.  I have here in my hands three sermons.  A £100 sermon that lasts five minutes; a 

£50 sermon that lasts fifteen minutes, and a £10 sermon that lasts a full hour.  Now, we’ll 

take the offering and see which one you have chosen.” 
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Eyewitness Report from the Bible Lands 
 

By Labib Madanat, Bible Lands Team Director 

 

It was four years ago that the plans were first laid for greater collaboration between Bible 

Societies working in the Middle East.  And at the heart of the plans was a very focused 

vision.   Our aim was to show this part of the world, and its people, the brotherhood that 

exists between believers- regardless of whether they are Arabs or Jews.   And now, with the 

formation of a new Bible Lands Leadership Team- bringing together the directors of the 

Israeli, Arab-Israeli, and Palestinian Bible Societies- that message is being sounded loud and 

clear.  

 

For me, as the Team’s Development Director, I have the most wonderful role in helping the 

Bible Societies here work together and encourage each other.  To discover, together, what 

God wants us to do in this country.  To offer support for joint projects and mission 

initiatives.   

 

Just recently, four of us from the  Israeli, Palestinian and  Arab-Israeli Bible Societies, spent 

two days on  retreat near the Lake of Galilee.  It was an amazing time, looking to the future, 

and finding inspiration from the work of other Bible Societies around the world.  We talked 

about the family we have become over recent months, and how our identity in Christ can be 

presented to people here. 

 

On our way there, we had a very interesting encounter at an airport, when we were being 

checked in at security.  The people checking us in were amazed that we were all friends, and 

travelling together.  We explained that we had the same faith- which amazed them even 

more! How could a Jew have the same faith as an Arab, they wondered? 

 

This was a wonderful opportunity for us to explain that our faith was not about nationality; it 

was about Jesus.  What we are discovering is that many people – whether Muslim or Jewish 

– are not always antagonistic or “anti-Jesus” . Part of the grace that God gives us is not to 

pre-judge others.  And we have had so many encounters where we’ve been able to share 

Christ, and where people have been open and respectful. 

 

Our prayer is, that whether through unexpected encounters, or planned projects, we can 

continue to share the power of Christ that unites us.   

 

Musings 
 

When there is nothing left but God, that is when you find out that God is all you need. 

 

Life is not about living forever; it’s about making the journey really count.  

 

 



3 

 

 

 

Bible a Month club:  the Bible Lands 
 

So there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles, between slaves and free people, 

between men and women; you are all one in union with Christ Jesus. 

Galatians 3. 28 (GNB). 

 

The Bible Lands - Syria, West Bank, Jordan, Gaza, Israel and Lebanon, cover a combined 

area of 28.2 sq km, and have a population of around 11.2 million- about 18% of that of the 

UK population.  The literacy rate is 94%, and the main languages are Arabic, Hebrew, and 

English.   

 

United, yet independent- Bible Societies in the Holy Land are actively demonstrating their 

unity in Christ.  According to the Bible Lands Team Development Director, the focus  on 

children  must be “ever-increasing, non-stop.” Among the children’s projects underway is 

“Child of Bethlehem”, which reaches out to Palestinian children and youth groups living in 

difficult and dangerous situations.  The Bible-based programme offers fun days, trips, 

conferences and special events to deal with feelings, change, and hope.  So far, this project 

has reached more than 20,000  children.  

 

Prayer Pointers 

 

 For peace in Gaza, and for an end to conflict and hostility across the Holy Land. 

 

 For the Bible Societies’ relationships with all churches and denominations in the Bible 

Lands.  Pray that the Bible will be a uniting tool for the body of Christ.   

 

 For protection over all the Christian ministries, especially for ministers, pastors and 

leaders, in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. 

 

 That children in the Holy Land will come to know the joy of Jesus amid the unrest of 

their daily lives.  Pray that they may know the freedom of childhood. 

 

 For opportunities to share the gospel with people of other faiths, and none.  Pray that 

they will be open and hungry to know more. 

 

 For the new Bible Lands team; that they will continue to draw strength and 

encouragement from each other.   

 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continuing support and your prayers 
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Haiti: Food and Shelter come first 
 

Christian Aid partners in Haiti are working hard to ensure that the ongoing needs of ordinary 

people are being met as the country struggles to rebuild its economy following the 

earthquake.   

 

Christian Aid’s field office will be managing a budget of £9.2 million raised around the 

world to provide both immediate lifesaving assistance and help with longer-term 

reconstruction.  Most of those made homeless also lost their means of earning a living, so 

Christian Aid is working to sustain them. 

 

APROSIFA, a health clinic and community outreach centre in Port-au-Prince that Christian 

Aid has supported for many years, has been organising and funding local food sellers to 

provide thousands of hot meals to people living in one of the poorest districts in the capital.  

Its next step will be to provide grants to women to help them set up small businesses. 

 

In Petit Goave, 20 miles from the capital, Christian Aid’s partner, the National Human 

Rights Defence Network has identified the most vulnerable families in 36 camps and 

provided thousands of people with a stipend to enable them to buy food in the markets.  

Another partner, Koral, is working in the southwest of Haiti, providing cash to people who 

migrated to the countryside after the quake.  One woman, who had been a tailor, bought 

cloth with her stipend.  After sewing it into clothing, she was able to sell what she had made 

for 50% more than she had received.  This is how Christian Aid wants to help Haiti, by 

giving people the means to get back on their feet again. 

 

This stands in contrast to the initial response from the international community, which was 

intensely focused on security, with thousands of marines being drafted in from the U.S.  

 

Christian Aid believes that what the population needs most is food, clean water and adequate 

shelter.  Once basic needs have been met, there will be no problem with security.  The 

current level of military presence is very costly; Christian Aid would like to see more of that 

money directed towards the needs of the Haitian people. 

 

To help ensure that the international reconstruction plan meets the needs of the most 

vulnerable people, Christian Aid has teamed up with its US counterpart, Church World 

Service, to lobby the UN.  Any plan must recognise the need to create sustainably better lives 

for Haitians.   
 

Appeal saves threatened projects 
 

Vital Christian Aid projects have been spared the axe, following  a generous response to its 

New Year Appeal for urgent funds, following a sharp downturn in revenue over the past 

year. 
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Around £1 million has been received, and, as a result of this, the directors were able to save 

all the projects threatened with closure, as well as fund other valuable work including a 

project providing clean water and sanitation in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya.  

 

Praising the incredible generosity of supporters who made donations, the head of 

Fundraising said, “We know that much of the money raised in this appeal is made up of 

additional, exceptional gifts from those who already support our work financially, so we are 

extremely grateful” 

 

If you have the opportunity to support the work of Christian Aid during Christian Aid Week 

(May 9
th

 – 15
th
), your donation will be much appreciated. This money is vital in the fight 

against poverty.   

 

To donate direct, go online on www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/ 

Or phone 020 7620 4444 

Or write to 35 Lower Marsh, London, SE1 7RL.  

 

Church Signs seen outside churches in England…. 
 

 Adam blamed Eve.  Eve blamed the snake, and the snake didn’t have a leg to stand on. 
 

 There are some questions that can’t be answered by Google 
 

 Down in the mouth?  Come inside for a faith lift. 
 

 God, you’re Great! 
 

 All services are different.  We leave the repeats to TV. 
 

As you pass this little church, 

Be sure to plan a visit, 

So when at last you’re carried in,  

God won’t ask, “Who is it?” 

 

Can’t sleep? 

Don’t count sheep.  

Talk to the Shepherd! 
 

 Speak well of your enemies.  After all, you made them. 
 

 Let us help you study for your final exams. 
 

 Almost 2000 years old and still under the Maker’s guarantee. 
 

 God is perfect…..only man makes misteaks. 
 

 We are the soul agents in this area! 

 

Happy Easter to our Christian friends 

Happy Passover to our Jewish friends 

To our atheist friends…..Good luck. 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/
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Christian Aid in the News 
 

This article comes from Andrew Hogg, Christian Aid’s News Editor, and looks at how 

media coverage of a controversial claim about aid money led to a distorted, damaging 

story racing around the world. 

 

It began as a plug on BBC Online for a World Service radio programme.  The claim was 

damning.  “Millions of dollars in Western aid for victims of the Ethiopian famine of 1984- 

1985 was siphoned off by rebels to buy weapons”  

 

The story went global immediately.  One of the greatest outpourings of compassion the 

world had ever seen, the Live Aid concerts masterminded by Sir Bob Geldof in 1985 to raise 

funds for famine relief victims, had apparently ended as a sham.  Sceptics who had always 

had their suspicions about the efficacy of aid smelt blood. 

 

One former rebel leader suggested during the broadcast that as much as 95% of aid sent to 

the region held by the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) in 1985 was diverted away 

from famine victims.  The programme didn’t say directly that Live Aid donations had been 

compromised- it didn’t need to. Sir Bob and his fundraising activities were featured 

throughout. 

 

Christian Aid was then identified as an aid agency that had been hoodwinked.  Our man on 

the spot in 1984, Max Peberdy, had allegedly handed over money to buy grain  to merchants 

in Sudan who were in fact Tigrayan rebels in disguise.  Many of the sacks of grain, the 

programme suggested, actually contained sand.  A figure of $500,000 was mentioned. 

 

It was Mark Twain who said, “A lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is 

still putting on its shoes”  

 

Christian Aid is anxious to give the truth the chance to catch up with what has been said.  

That is why we have made an official complaint to the BBC.  Our grounds are these. 

 

The programme claims were based on four strands of evidence.  Two of those came from 

purged members of the TPLF with axes to grind against their former comrade-in-arms. 

Males Zenawi, Ethiopia’s President. Indeed, it was he who was alleged to have suggested the 

diversion of 95 per cent of aid.  The two men can hardly be regarded as impartial witnesses.   

 

A third strand of “evidence”  was a CIA report from the time from which the programme 

quoted selectively.  Claiming in one place that aid had “almost certainly” been diverted, in 

another it said that it would have been against the TPLF’s interests to do so.  

 

The fourth strand was an interview with the then US charge d’affaires in Addis Ababa, who 

spoke of aid being sold before it reached the border.  He gave no indication of how 

widespread this had been. 
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Supporting the claim against Peberdy was a photograph from a book he had written that 

showed him buying grain.  The two men with him, it was said, were TPLF in disguise.  

However, in the text, Peberdy went into great detail about the measures he took to avoid 

being cheated, including following the aid to the point of distribution. 

 

Then, as now, Christian Aid sets the highest store by making sure the money we are 

given reaches the intended recipients. Unsubstantiated claims from 25 years ago cannot 

go unchallenged. 

 

Girlie wisdom (This one is for the girls) 
 

1. A friend of mine confused her Valium with her birth control pills…..she has 14 kids but 

doesn’t really care. 

2. One of life’s mysteries is how a 2 pound box of chocolates can make a woman gain 5 lbs. 

3. My mind not only wanders, it sometimes leaves completely 

4. The best way to forget your troubles is to wear tight shoes. 

5. The nice part about living in a small town is that when you don’t know what you are 

doing, someone else does. 

6. The older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight, because by then, your body and your 

fat are really good friends. 

7. Just when I was getting used to yesterday, along came today. 

8. Sometimes I think I understand everything, and then I regain consciousness. 

9. I gave up jogging for my health when my thighs kept rubbing together and set fire to my 

knickers. 

10. Amazing! You hang something in your wardrobe for a while and it shrinks 2 sizes ! 

11. Skinny people irritate me.  Especially when they say things like, “You know, sometimes I 

forget to eat!”…Now, I’ve forgotten my address, my mothers maiden name and my keys, 

but I have never forgotten to eat.  You have to be a special kind of stupid to forget to eat. 

12. The trouble with some women is that they get all excited about nothing and then they 

marry him. 

13. I read this article that said the typical symptoms of stress are eating too much, impulse 

buying, and driving too fast.  Are they kidding? That’s my idea of a perfect day!  

 

Live simply…….Laugh often……….Love deeply 
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Citizens for Sanctuary 
 

Citizens for Sanctuary is one of many campaigns run by the Citizens UK, and seeks to 

improve the treatment of people seeking sanctuary in the United Kingdom. In the run up to 

the General Election, Citizens for Sanctuary is lobbying MP’s and Prospective Parliamentary 

Candidates to sign up to a pledge on the treatment of asylum as an issue in the political 

arena:-  

 asking for sensitive treatment in election campaigning (including making clear the 

difference between sanctuary and economic migration, and not seeking to gain 

electoral advantage by pandering to fears about people seeking sanctuary); 

 asking for use of the word “sanctuary” over “asylum”; 

 promoting tolerance and neighbourliness between local communities;  

 safeguarding the long-term future of sanctuary; 

 and very significantly, supporting policies that will end the detention of children and 

families for immigration reasons.   

 

The campaign is supported by the Church of England,  the Methodist Church, The United 

Reformed church, the Baptist Union of Great Britain, and many other faith-based and secular 

organisations.  

See www.sanctuarypledge.org.uk 

   

 

A Prayer for Pentecost 
 

Living God,  

I remember today how you transformed  

The lives of the Apostles; 

How, through the breath of your Spirit,  

You turned their fear into confidence, 

Their weakness into strength, 

Their doubt into faith, 

And their sorrow into joy. 

Come to me now, through that same Spirit. 

Take my weak and hesitant faith  

And fill me with unshakeable trust in your 

purpose. 

Take my stumbling discipleship, 

And grant me energy and enthusiasm  

To proclaim the gospel through word and 

deed. 

Take my fear and anxieties, 

And give me courage 

And your peace that passes understanding. 

Take my gifts and talents, 

And use them in the service of your 

kingdom. 

Living God,  

Help me to remember today 

Not simply all you did once,  

But to rejoice in all you are doing now 

and all you shall continue to do 

through your Holy Spirit. 

In the name of Christ, I ask it.  Amen.   

 

Nick Fawcett 

 

http://www.sanctuarypledge.org.uk/
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Prayers for God’s World 
 

We pray for the people and the churches of the USA.  We pray that as a nation the people 

and their government will not only give thanks for the rich blessings they have, but will lead 

the world into a wise use of resources.  We pray for the government in the USA and its role 

in the world community. We pray for the churches that they remain true to the Gospel.   
 

We also pray for the people of Canada, and we give thanks for the abundant riches of this 

land, and for the growing sense of stewardship among those to whom so much is given.  We 

rejoice in the willingness of  people to hear the Gospel and live as witnesses.  We give 

thanks for the work of the churches as they bring the Gospel to bear fruit in the lives of the 

people with a fresh call to renewal.   
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Alone with none but you, my God,  

I journey on my way; 

What need I fear when you are near, 

O King of night and day? 

More safe am I within your hand  

Than if a host did round me stand. 
 

St. Columba of Iona (521-597) 
 

Do  not look forward to what may happen tomorrow. 

The same everlasting Father, who takes care of you today, 

Will take care of you tomorrow, and every day. 

He will either shield you from suffering or give you unfailing strength  to bear it. 

Be at peace, then, and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations ! 
 

Francis de Sales (1597-1622) 
 

Prayers for the church here at Trinity 
 

We pray that we may truly celebrate the great festival of the Church, Pentecost, with a sense 

of wonder and awe as we are open to see God’s power in our midst.   
 

Breathe the Spirit into our hearts, Father.  Set us free from habits or traditions that no longer 

allow the Spirit to move freely among us.  Touch our tongues with holy fire that we may 

more effectively proclaim the Gospel.  Fill all our activities with the love of Christ so that 

what we do may serve the increase of your kingdom. 
 

Father, give us the Spirit and help us to receive him.   
 

May God the Father fill you with his grace, 

God the Son fill you with his love, 

God the Holy Spirit fill you with his peace 



10 

 

 

Pray with the Bible Societies 
 

Each paragraph below mentions Bible work in a particular country, and is a pointer to 

prayer.  It indicates areas that the national society would like us to focus on.   

 

Indonesia 
Give thanks as we publish the first Indonesian Study Bible, the Minang and Mentawai 

Bibles, the Mori New Testament, and the “Source of Life” magazine. Please pray for those 

involved in these projects, and for our other projects, including Bible revisions and radio and 

television projects. Ask for God’s blessing on our National Conference and on our Literacy 

and New Reader Program- pray that many people will be brought closer  to God through 

these activities.   

 

South Pacific 
Praise God for ongoing Bible work on the 14 island nations we serve.  As we focus on 

translating Bible comics into various languages in Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands and on 

completing Bible translation projects for Kiribati, Fiji, the Cook islands and Samoa, please 

pray for the production and funding of these Scriptures.  Give thanks for our partnership with 

the Sea Hawk Yacht Ministry, which helps us to reach people on remote islands. 

 

Micronesia 
Please continue to pray for the churches in Micronesia, who carry out the difficult task of 

supplying much needed Scriptures to people through these economically challenging times.  

Please pray for God’s provision for the churches so they can continue their good work.  Pray 

also for unity among the churches as they prepare for revised translations and editions of the 

Bible.   

 

Papua New Guinea 
Through our Prison Literacy project, long-term prisoners are being trained as literacy 

teachers and are sharing their skills with other inmates and the local community.  They are 

also translating Bible booklets into local languages for use in the schools- material that is 

being embraced by the government.  The Lord is opening doors everywhere!  Please join us 

in a prayer of thankfulness for all that he has offered to our small nation.   

 

Philippines 
Praise God for the success of the May They Be One campaign, through which we will 

distribute one million Bibles this year to poor Filipino families.   Pray that we reach at least 

1200 churches in a drive to encourage church members to own and read the Bible and that 

our translation projects remain on schedule.  Ask God that our Scripture engagement projects 

and Bible celebrations inspire and influence Filipinos to make God’s Word their manual for 

life.   



11 

 

The Shoebox 
 

A man and a woman had been married for more than 60 years. They had shared everything.  

They talked about everything.  They had kept no secrets from each other except that the little 

old woman had a shoe box in the top of her closet that she had cautioned her husband never 

to open or ask her about.   
 

For all of these years, he had never thought about the box, but one day, the little old woman 

became very sick and the doctor said she would not recover.  In trying to sort out their 

affairs, the little old man took down the shoe box and took it to his wife’s bedside.  She 

agreed it was time that he should know what was in the box.  When he opened it, he found 

two knitted dolls and a stack of money totalling £40,000. He asked her about the contents. 
 

“When we were married”, she said, “my grandmother told me that the secret of a happy 

marriage was never to argue.  She told me that if I ever got angry with you, I should just 

keep quiet and knit a doll.” 
 

The little old man was so moved; he had to fight back the tears.  Only two precious dolls 

were in the box.  She had only been angry with him two times in all those years of living and 

loving.  He almost burst with happiness.  
 

“Honey”, he said, “That explains the dolls, but what about all of this money? Where did it 

come from?” 
 

“Oh” she said, “That’s the money I made from selling the dolls.” 
 

A Prayer…….. 
 

Dear Lord, I pray for wisdom to understand my man; 

Love to forgive him; and patience for his moods;  

Because, Lord, if I pray for strength, I’ll beat him to death, 

Because I don’t have time to knit! 
 

The Gift of Love 
 

Love cannot be measured, nor counted and stored, 

It cannot be saved in some miserly hoard. 

Love grows and increases when given away,  

It blossoms and blooms every day. 

It knows no divisions, no borders nor creeds, 

But thrives among thoughtfulness, sowing fresh seeds. 

Unseeking, unselfish and eager to share,  

Love triumphs in trouble and shines through despair. 

The bounty of heaven is faith, hope and truth, 

The wisdom of age and the courage of youth. 

So many great blessings received from above,  

Most precious of all is the great gift of love. 
 

Iris Hesselden 

Big, Big, BIG 0 0 0 
Well who would of thought that 

the other one of “The Girls” 

would have a BIG 0 birthday on 

Tuesday 4
th

 May. 

A very Happy Birthday to Susan 

Bewley. 

May you be one of “The Girls” 

for many more years. 



12 

 

Myself 
 

I have to live with myself, and so 

I want to be fit for myself to know; 

I want to be able as days go by 

Always to look myself straight in the eye. 

I don’t want to stand, with the setting sun,  

And hate myself for the things I’ve done. 

 

I want to go out with my head erect, 

I want to deserve all men’s respect; 

But here in the struggle for fame and self 

I want to be able to like myself. 

I don’t want to look at myself and know 

That I’m bluster and bluff and empty 

show. 

 

I never can hide myself from me,  

I see what others may never see. 

I know what others may never know,  

I never can fool myself, and so,  

Whatever happens, I want to be  

Self respecting and conscience- free.   

 

Author unknown 

 

For those of you who have pets, this is a true story…… 

For those of you that don’t, it is a true story. 
 

The following was found posted very low on a refrigerator door. 
 

Dear dogs and cats: 
 

 The dishes with the paw prints are yours and contain your food….the other dishes are 

mine and contain my food.  Placing a paw print in the middle of my plate and food 

does not stake a claim for it becoming your food and dish, nor do I find that 

aesthetically pleasing in the slightest……. 
 

 The stairway was not designed by NASCAR and is not a racetrack.  Racing me to the 

bottom is not the object.  Tripping me doesn’t help because I fall faster than you can 

run. 
 

 I cannot buy anything bigger than a king sized bed.  I am very sorry about this.  Do not 

think I will continue sleeping on the couch to ensure your comfort, however.  Dogs 

and cats can actually curl up in a ball when they sleep.  It is not necessary to sleep 

perpendicular to each other, stretched out to the fullest extent possible.  I also know 

that sticking tails straight out and having tongues hanging out on the other end to 

maximize space is nothing but sarcasm. 
 

 For the last time, there is no secret exit from the bathroom!  If, by some miracle, I beat 

you there and manage to get the door shut, it is not necessary to claw, whine, meow, 

try to turn the knob or get your paw under the edge in an attempt to open the door.  I 

must exit through the same door I entered.  Also, I have been using the bathroom for 

years- canine/feline attendance is not required.  
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 The proper order for kissing is: Kiss me first, then go and smell the other cat or dog’s 

bottom.  I cannot stress this enough…… 

 

Finally, in fairness, dear pets, I have posted the following message on the front door: 

 

To all non-pet owners who visit and like to complain about our pets: 

1. They live here.  You don’t. 

2. If you don’t want their hair on your clothes, stay off the furniture.  That’s why they 

call it “fur”-niture. 

3. I like my pets a lot better than I like most people. 

4. To you, they are animals.  To me, they are adopted sons/daughters who are short, 

hairy, walk on all fours and don’t speak clearly. 

 

Remember, dogs and cats are better than children because they:- 

 Eat less 

 Don’t ask for money all the time 

 Are easier to train 

 Normally come when called 

 Never ask to drive the car  

 Don’t smoke or drink 

 Don’t want to wear your clothes 

 Don’t have to buy the latest fashions 

 Don’t need thousands of pounds for college, and… 

 If they get pregnant, you can sell their children… 

 

It’s a crazy world……or, “the fuse gets a little shorter every  day” 
 

A recruitment consultant who placed an advert at her local Jobcentre was told she couldn’t 

ask for “reliable” and “hard working” people because it would be unfair to unreliable 

workers.  When Nicole Mamo tried to place the advert – for a hospital cleaner- at the 

Jobcentre in Thetford, Norfolk, she was told it was against the law to discriminate against 

lazy workers.  The Jobcentre has since relented.   

 

Today, if you end up in prison, the prison officers are told to call you by your first name and 

not say anything that may upset you.  As your cell is now your home, you are allowed to 

smoke there but Prison Officers who want to search it for drugs now have to give you 30 

minutes notice of their visit so that they don’t put themselves at risk from the smoke (and 

also give you enough time to move your drugs elsewhere).  Prison officers are not allowed to 

smoke at work.  Just in case you get bored, you can keep yourself amused by repeatedly 

taking the Prison Governor to court over trivial matters that you think violate your human 

rights (i.e. no pornography available etc) – all paid for by legal aid . 
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Nicaragua News 28th April 2010 

  

Hello my dear family and friends 

How the time is flying now that it's less than 10 weeks that I'll be home for my 3 month 

break. I am really looking forward to seeing so many of you and enjoy a few home comforts! 

I do hope you have a hot summer - and even then, I think I will need my hot water bottle and 

bed socks. With the temperature now reaching almost 120f (49c) through the day and 85f 

(30c) through the night, I know I'm going to struggle keeping warm. 

Since my last news, I have been to the Nicaraguan Island of Ometepe to help the Foreign 

Commonwealth Office on a training exercise with the British Embassy. It was a wonderful 

experience, but too detailed to share in this letter. We were right next to the volcano 

Conception and it smoked the whole time we were there. It had 49 mini eruptions in 10 days, 

so there was much ash around. The day before we were due to leave, it hit yellow alert and 

some other people were evacuated. The Embassy decided to stay, but had an evacuation 

route ready, should we reach red alert. In the process, we had to pack a very small bag of 

'essentials' only and be prepared to leave our big bags behind, should we have to go quickly. 

God was good - it didn't erupt. 

The 2 children who I have been supporting have both successfully had their operations. Luis 

has had his spleen removed and his low blood count of 17 has now reached 30! and Deyrin, 

the first part of repairing his cleft pallet is complete. I hope to get the 2nd part organised for 

June, which will build him a roof to his mouth. The day after Deyrin came out of hospital, he 

and his mum were in church, I believe for the first time and at the end of the service, she 

went forward for prayer. She is now attending quite regularly and bringing her other children 

to Sunday School. 

A small building team from SIFT came out recently to do repair work on some of our 

families shacks. It was amazing the work they achieved in that short time and how secure 

some of the shacks are now, before the rains come.  

One of the girls we sponsor for school, 15 year old Ana, has been re-united with her mother 

Maria, but only due to sad circumstances. Maria was 6 month pregnant when the baby died 

inside her, so she had to have a caesarean. Ana, who has been living with her grandmother, 

has gone back to her mum, to look after her. When I visited them in their shack, I was so 

saddened at the conditions they are living in. It is the size of a garden shed and they don't 

have a scrap of furniture and even in Maria's condition, sleep on floor boards with 1" gaps. 

No electricity, no toilet, no water, but for mother and daughter, they are now very much 

closer. I took them a thick, padded sleeping bag, which they were delighted with. I went the 

other day with a couple of men who were able to put a fresh piece of zinc on their roof, 

which again will keep them more dry in the rainy season. 

Another one of our sponsored people, Brenda, is needing an operation, but at the moment her 

blood count is too low and she needs a transfusion. I am buying her vitamins to improve her 

condition until we can find people with the same blood group prepared to sell her some. This 

could cost £40 - £50 per pint! But, with funding I have, I can manage that. When I visited 

her, I discovered she too has no furniture and sleeps on the floor - so she now has a sleeping 

bag also. 

Bluefields have had 2 reasons for celebration lately. 14 year old Roxana, has represented the 

school and Bluefields in the National sports event in running and gained first place for 
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Nicaragua and Miss Bluefields is now Miss Nicaragua and will go on to entering for Miss 

Universe - first time Bluefields have made such a claim. 2 proud moments for 2 local girls. 

I am in the process of helping a woman with 3 children to dig a well, so they don't have to go 

looking for water. Even at 10' deep, the soil is changing colour and seems slightly moist. 

Pray that we will hit water soon. I've got muscles that I didn't realise I had - I only 

discovered them when I noticed the pain in them after my first day of digging! 

I don't very often get emotional, but one Sunday evening in church we were singing a hymn 

to a tune I knew, but wasn't familiar with the words and it caused a few tears. In closing, I 

share 2 of the verses with you: 

'Holy Father, in Thy mercy, hear our anxious prayer. 

Keep our loved ones, now far absent, 'neath Thy care. 
  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, God the One in Three, 

Bless them, guide them, save them, keep them, near to Thee.' 
  

It goes without saying how appropriate I found the words. God bless you all - love Margaret 

 

A history of Heaton Methodist Church 

'From Byker to Heaton' 
was published ten years ago at £2. It is now being offered at a bargain price of 50p. 

(Copies will be available at the Circuit Service at Heaton on 23rd May) 

 

Gift Day 
There will be a Gift Day and faith lunch on Sunday 16th May. 

This is our annual opportunity to give our financial gifts to Trinity so that God’s good work 

can be carried on here and with, our friends in and around Wallsend. 

Please join us for good food and fellowship at our Faith Lunch after the morning service. 

 

Offering Envelopes 
The new envelope starts on 2nd May.   If there is anyone who is not in the scheme and would 

like to take envelopes can they please see Susan Bewley.    

 

Thank You’s 
I would like to thank our church family at Trinity for their kind thoughts and prayers during 

my recent illness.  Also thanks to Frank and John for their pastoral support.   

God bless you all, 

Derek 

 

Many thanks to those who have given donations to help Susan Reed and Lia Pattison with 

their charity bike ride in Beijing Province in aid of the Women for Women Charity. 

You can see how their fund raising is progressing online at www.justgiving.com/Susan-Reed 

or www.justgiving.com/Lia-Pattison  

We’ll keep you up to date with how their challenge goes when it starts in September. There’s 

a lot of serious bike riding taking place at the moment. 

Dorothy and Alan 

http://www.justgiving.com/Susan-Reed
http://www.justgiving.com/Lia-Pattison
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Preachers 
 

May 

2
nd

 10-45 a.m. Rev’d Frank Sykes 

 

9
th
 10-45 a.m. Rev’d Peter Rand 

   Communion. 

 

16
th
 10-45 a.m. Mrs Louisa Morley 

 

23
rd

 10-45 a.m. Mrs Margaret Gilks 

   6-00 p.m. Local Preachers  

   Recognition Service 

   at Heaton Church. 

 

30
th
 10-45 a.m. Deacon John Hill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Door Stewards Rota 
 

 (All 10-45 a.m. unless otherwise noted) 
 

May 

2
nd

   Mrs M McCullough  

 

9
th

   Mrs O Lindsay 

 

16
th
  Miss S Bewley. 

 

23
rd

  Mrs M Allison 

 

30
th
   Mrs S Filmer. 

 

June 

6
th
 Mrs L Morgan 
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Coffee Morning Rota 
 

May 

1
st
  Girls Brigade 

 

8
th

  Mick & Zoe Watson 

 

15
th
  Mr &Mrs Filmer. 

 

22
nd

    Ruth Young &  

Margaret Allison 

 

29
th
  Miss Lake & Mrs J Scott 

 

June 

5
th
 Susan Bewley & 

 Lynda McQuillan 

 

 
Flower Rota  

 

Sunday 2
nd

 May 

Susan Bewley 
 

Sunday 9
th

 May 

Jan Scott 
 

Sunday 16
th
 May 

No Donor at Time of Printing 
 

Sunday 23
rd

 May 

Mick and Zoe Watson 
 

Sunday 30
th
 May 

Myra Coulson 
 

Sunday 6
th

 June 

Olive Lindsay 
 

During the past month our Communion 

Table Flowers have brought their beauty 

and our prayers to Frank Sykes, Susan 

Bewley, Margaret Mason, Margaret Bruce, 

Linda Bennett and Margaret Bewley. 
 

Articles By ? 
 

All articles for the June issue of Trinity 

News MUST be handed in by Sunday 16
th
 

of May. 

Two Interesting Years 
 

Interesting Year 1981 
 

1. Prince Charles got married 

2. Liverpool crowned soccer 

champions of Europe 

3. Australia lost the Ashes cricket 

tournament  

4. The Pope died 

 

Interesting Year 2005 
 

1. Prince Charles got married 

2. Liverpool crowned soccer 

champions of Europe 

3. Australia lost the Ashes cricket 

tournament 

4. The Pope died 

Lesson to be learned: 
 

The next time Charles gets married, someone warn the Pope! 


